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Introduction
 
   Thank you for downloading this book, “World War One Heroes”. 
 
                 For many years, historians have used the French Revolution, which began in 1789, as the point at which the world entered the “Modern Era”. Politics as we know them today, mass media, and much else began to a large degree during this period. Immediately prior to the revolution in France, thinkers from Western Europe and America re-evaluated the order of not only human society, but religion as well in the period of time called the Enlightenment. Additionally, in the early part of the 18th century, the Industrial Revolution began which changed so many aspects of life and history that is only possible to do these changes justice by giving them their own book. In many ways, the French Revolution was the culmination of both the Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution.
 
                  The French Revolution gave birth to modern nationalism, one of the primary reasons behind the outbreak of the First World War. As a result of both the political philosophy of the French Revolutionaries and the resentment caused by the conquest of Europe by Napoleon, people all over Europe, the majority of whom were ruled by royal families that were of a different ethnic or language group and/or believed in the right of dynastic aristocratic families to rule. In regions throughout Europe, nationalist and sometimes republican revolutions broke out, but it was not until the latter part of the 19th century that a Europe resembling that which we know was born.
 
                 After much conflict, Italy was born in the late 1860's. After three wars in the 1860's and 1870-71, the many German states were united Prussian rule and modern Germany was born. With the birth of a strong, large, rich and united Germany, Europe entered a new phase, which would lead it directly into World War One.
 
                 This book is about the heroic soldier stories of World War I. Their tales of bravery, in their own small way, changed the course of the war. Let’s let their stories be heard. 
 
   Please feel free to share this book with your friends and family. Please also take the time to write a short review on Amazon to share your thoughts.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   


  
 

Chapter 1: Effects, Origins and Armies
 
                 Let's be honest. Most people are not that interested in history when they are young. Much of the blame for that lies in teachers who are not enthused about their subject matter and/or do not know who to teach the subject in a way that holds the interest of students – in elementary school all the way through high school and perhaps in college. 
 
                 One of the most frequent comments heard by teachers (and this writer) from adults when and if the subject turns to history is: “I wish I had paid attention in class. I'd like to know more about history.” Well, if you are one of those people, you have begun an interesting journey, for understanding World War One – both on a world scale and for the lives of individuals – will give you a good place to begin to understand the world of today and how it came to be. 
 
                 To give but just one brief example – the Middle East today (2015) is one of the most troubled areas of the world, and the headlines are dominated by news from or about the region. Of course, there are many reasons for this, but one of the roots of the many troubles that the region has experienced in both the 20th and early 21st century is planted firmly in the end of World War One. 
 
                 When the war began, the Ottoman Empire (which had its capital in modern Turkey) dominated much of the Middle East. Though this empire was much weaker than it had been when it expanded throughout the Middle East and southern Europe, it was still a force to be reckoned with. 
 
                 After millions of people had died in battle and its consequences (including genocide), the Ottoman Empire was defeated both from without and within. Modern Turkey was born in the aftermath, but did not control the areas previously held by the Ottomans. Instead, tribal, ethnic and religious factions fought each other throughout the region, and in the end, the British and French, which caused even more resentment among much of the native population, supplanted the Ottoman Empire (in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine). The borders of Iraq, for example, were imposed on the people of the area from outside – which is one of the many reasons for the conflicts within that nation today. World War One lives on. 
 
                 Of course, even those people who did not pay that much attention in history class know that how World War One ended played a great role in how World War II began. The Treaty of Versailles, though it was a much less harsh document than the Germans had imposed on Russia in 1917, had terms within it that promoted nothing but anger and resentment in Germany – which fostered the rise of Hitler and the Nazis. 
 
                 Students who are clever but are not interested in the subject of a class nonetheless learn a number of phrases and code words – just enough to keep the teacher satisfied or off their back. As both a student and a teacher, I know this all too well. One of the most frequent questions heard in middle and high school history classes is “Name one prime reason for the start of World War One.” If a student is clever and has paid just enough attention, he or she will answer “The Alliance System”, or something similar. The teacher will then say “Good, I can see you've been paying attention.”, and the student can then go back to sleep, or texting or whatever it is these days. 
 
                 The question that now arises is whether “The Alliance System” was actually a prime reason for the start of the war. The answer is...no. Was it a factor? Yes. Prime reason? No.
 
                 So, what started WWI? Rarely is one thing the sole factor in the outbreak of war. Even Pearl Harbor and 9/11, two events that brought war to the United States seemingly overnight, were years in the making. 
 
                 Different historians place more or less emphasis on certain aspects of an event or events, and WWI is no different. That being said, what follows is a list and short description of some of the more important factors leading to the outbreak of war in 1914, in no particular order.
 
   Nationalism and Imperialism:
 
                 As was mentioned previously, modern nationalism played a significant role in the Europe of the early 20th century. For the larger and richer nations of Europe, this nationalism was tied not only into notions of national pride, but of imperial grandeur. 
 
                 The nation that possessed the largest empire in the early 20th century (as it had for over one hundred years) was the United Kingdom. Actually, the area governed or controlled by Great Britain in the early 20th century was the largest empire ever known to man. The most common saying referring to this control was “The sun never sets on the British Empire.”, and it didn't. From North Africa and the Middle East to India, Hong Kong and parts of China, to outposts in the Pacific, the sun was always shining somewhere on the British Empire, especially if one factors in the Dominion States of Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. 
 
                 The riches, power and prestige of this empire were jealously regarded by the other states of Europe, especially France and Germany. Though all three nations are allies today, it is especially surprising for a new student of history to learn that France and England, despite both being somewhat liberal in political structure, were oftentimes rivals. Actually, in the late 1800's and early 1900's, France and England had almost come to blows over territory in Africa, and had been deadly enemies just one hundred years prior to the outbreak of the First World War. 
 
                 One of the prime reasons behind this rivalry was the imperial ambitions of the European powers (and in certain ways, Japan and the United States). The industry that had developed since the 1800's demanded more and more resources to continue producing. The resources needed far outstripped those the European nations, and this led to their search for resources they could utilize – and markets to sell the completed goods these resources made. 
 
                 Of course, Spain and Portugal had carved out empires for themselves since the days of Columbus, but many of those territories were independent nations in 1914. Still, both nations controlled some territory, and did much trade with their former empires – the territories of South America being protected from further outside conquest by the newly powerful United States. Holland (the Netherlands) too had carved out an empire for itself, and still controlled the oil rich Dutch East Indies (today's Indonesia). Even Belgium controlled the huge and resource rich area of the Congo, which Germany was to covet.
 
                 Rather than compete economically with other nations for these resources and markets, the powers of Europe acquired territory in Africa and Asia (either through military conquest or through economic dominance) that they could exploit without outside competition. 
 
                 Unfortunately, for the new nations of Germany and Italy, much of the resource rich territories of Africa, the Middle East and the Pacific had already been claimed by the time they became unified nations with armed forces strong enough to venture overseas in search of empire.
 
                 In 1895-96, Italy was unexpectedly defeated by the kingdom of Ethiopia, but succeeded in controlling Somalia. In 1911, the Italians were able to seize control of the area of North Africa now known as Libya. They attempted to control the small European country of Albania, which they finally seized during WWI. Unfortunately, these territories were all extremely poor and provided Italy with more headaches than resources. 
 
                 For Germany in 1871, the imperial pickings were slim. The nation and its ruler, Kaiser Wilhelm II, felt as if it had been deprived of “...its place in the sun”, as the Kaiser put it. To get that place in the sun, it would have to try to elbow out or intimidate other European nations, which ran the risk of war, and almost did – a number of times, especially in Africa. 
 
                 The other powerful nations/empires in Europe, Austria-Hungary, and Russia were in both similar and different positions than were Italy and Germany. 
 
                 Austria-Hungary was a large multi-ethnic empire already, but that empire was located in central and southeastern Europe. In the decades leading up to the First World War, Austria-Hungary had enough problems holding its own empire together, much less adding new territories to be governed. However...should an opportunity present itself, especially at the expense of the Ottoman Empire or Russia, then perhaps Austria would not be averse to adding to its prestige and power. Those in power in Austria-Hungary believed they saw this chance in 1914.
 
                 Russia too sought imperial gain, but sought it in Asia. Both Korea and northern China were targets for Russian economic and political expansion, but this brought the nation into conflict with a new imperial power, Japan. In 1905-6, Russia and Japan fought a short and bloody war which everyone expected Russia would win. They did not, and the public humiliation of the Russian military and the Russian monarch only encouraged a program of rearmament within a Russia that was already suffering from incredible economic hardship. These factors were to lead both to WWI and to significant developments in the world in the aftermath of the conflict.
 
                 Since the time of the French Revolution and Napoleon, the peoples of Europe had been moving towards government that is more representative. Though in many ways a far cry from the representation of today, especially in states such as Austria-Hungary and Russia, with very conservative monarchies in power, the people of Europe, more than anytime previously felt themselves to be a part of a larger whole, with a stake in the life of the nation. Hand in hand with this feeling of participation (again, the level differing in each country), came a feeling of national pride and honor. 
 
                 These feelings went hand in hand with the search for empire mentioned in the previous paragraphs. Hand in hand with this pride in empire went pride in the armed forces of the nation. 
 
                 The British Royal Navy was by far the most powerful fleet on the planet, and safeguarded the trade routes of the British Empire. The British Army, though small, kept order in the far-flung empire, sometimes engaging native peoples, often victoriously despite great odds.
 
                 The German Army had won three remarkably rapid victories in the 1860's-71 on its march towards the unification of all the German states. Denmark, Austria-Hungary, and France were all dispatched with relative ease by the army that by 1914 was widely regarded as one of the two best on the planet.  The German monarch, Kaiser Wilhelm II, was determined to create a navy large enough to challenge the supremacy at sea and in the 1890's had launched an ambitious naval program – but in 1914, at least on paper, the Kriegsmarine (German Navy) was no match for the Royal Navy of Great Britain. 
 
                 The French Army was a rival in size for the German Army and had undergone a thorough rearming and reorganization following its humiliating defeat at the hands of Germany (then Prussia) in 1870-1. After that defeat, the watchword in France was “Think of it always, speak of it never”. Many of the mainstream political parties of France based their entire platforms on the desire for revenge against Germany. These people were known as “Revanchists”, from the French word for revenge.
 
                 The Russian Army was massive and they, like the French, had a humiliating defeat to recover from. Their defeat had come in 1905 at the hands of the Japanese, and while there were those in the Russian ruling class that desired revenge against Japan, many more felt that Europe was the place that Russia's fate would be decided in the early 20th century. 
 
                 The Russian monarch, Tsar Nicholas II still controlled the nation personally, though he had allowed some reforms (which never really occurred to any meaningful extent). He was determined that Russia would remain a force to be reckoned with and like the French, spent millions on weapons and reform in the army. Unfortunately for the Tsar, the Russian military was massive, change was slow, and despite its size, Russia was a relatively poor nation. When war broke out in 1914, the Russian Army was made up of mostly poorly trained, poorly motivated, poorly educated, and poorly equipped peasants.
 
                 On paper, the Austro-Hungarian army was powerful, but this was a bit misleading. Though relatively ably led, its men came from many different nationalities, which present communications and command challenges, and for the most part, its weapons technology was out-dated. When war broke out, Austria-Hungary was to find out that the war was going to be much more difficult than they had believed possible.
 
                 The last major power was the Ottoman Empire. Though the Turks' focus was on the Middle East rather than Europe (where it once had had an extensive empire), it was concerned with any power that might expand into either its northern or southern borders (these would be England and Russia). The Turkish Army was large, but poorly equipped, and the navy outdated, but the morale and the fighting spirit of the armed forces was high as Russia and especially England would soon find out.
 
                 In all of these countries in the years leading up to the outbreak of war in 1914, national pride of all kinds was a factor in the start of the war.
 
                 Leading up to the war, a number of incidents both real and across the diplomatic table raised tensions between the nations of Europe. They are too numerous to go into in this short volume. For the sake of both brevity and understanding, a short list follows.
 
                 In the late 1800's-early 1900's, there were a number of incidents which led to the European Powers going to war. 
 
                 Three of these incidents involved territory in North Africa. One involved the meeting of the British and French armies at Fashoda in the Sudan, as both nations sought to expand their empires. A battle between the two was just narrowly avoided. To Germany, whose traditional enemy was France, it seemed possible that England might actually join the Germans in any future war with the French. 
 
                 In another incident a few years later, the French and British were caught in a dispute with each again, this time over trade rights in Morocco. This is when things really began to change. 
 
                 Believing that Germany could gain at the expense of both Britain and France, and that Germany should be treated as a world power after her unification, Kaiser Wilhelm clumsily tried to broker a deal between the French and the English. Books have been written about the “First Moroccan Crisis” of 1906. Suffice it to say that the Kaiser, who was not a very tactful person at all and whose diplomats were much the same, actually did help to broker a peaceful solution, but did it in such a heavy handed and offensive way that both the British and the French resented it. This actually brought the two nations closer, exactly the opposite of what the Kaiser planned. 
 
                 Five years later, in 1911, the Kaiser determined that Germany should get a bigger share of trade in Morocco and North Africa and combined with bellicose speeches about how the German Empire was entitled to expand. He sent a two warships into a Moroccan port to “ensure the safety of German trade interests” in the country while the French put down a native rebellion. While the British hoped that for a number of reasons the French would not send more troops into the country, they found the German emperors' action especially provoking – even more so since the challenge came at sea, something which the British would not tolerate. Battleships of the Royal Navy showed up outside the port of Agadir where the German warships were anchored – the message was clear: LEAVE NOW. Germany's heavy-handed approach had triggered a [image: ]heavy-handed response.
 
                 
 
                 Even the Kaiser knew taking on the Royal Navy was foolish in 1911 – he had bet the British would not interfere, but they had. Coming at a time when there was an economic crisis at home, the German Navy was forced to leave Moroccan waters. The Kaiser and the German armed forces were humiliated on the world stage – and this would be remembered. 
 
                 A crisis erupted in another part of Europe in the early 1900's – repeatedly. The nation of Serbia, ruled by King Alexander I, sought to become the leader of the many Slavic peoples of the Balkans. The problem with this was that much of the Slavic population of the area lived in the Austrian Empire. However, some smaller territories in the Balkans, such as Bosnia-Herzegovina, remained relatively independent principalities. Both Austria-Hungary and Serbia sought to either control or absorb Bosnia into their own territory. 
 
                 In 1908-1909, the vastly more powerful Austro-Hungarian Empire absorbed Bosnia, which was greatly resented by the Serbians – many ethnic Serbians lived in Bosnia and did not want to become Austro-Hungarian citizens. Protests, plots and mobilizations on the part of both countries resulted in Serbia (and its ally, a weakened Russia) backing down in the face of Austro-Hungarian threats.
 
                 In 1914, the crisis over Bosnia, Serbia and control of the Balkans was the direct cause of World War One, when the Austrian heir, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, was shot by Serbian insurgents in the Bosnian capital. What followed the assassination is the chain of events mentioned at the beginning of this chapter- the Alliance System.
 
                 On June 28th, the Archduke and his pregnant wife were killed in Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital. Even though the Archduke was not a popular figure at home, the Austrian government put on a great show of a funeral. Additionally, and regardless of his popularity, the assassination of a leader of a nation demands a response. 
 
                 Austria had been waiting for an excuse to go to war with Serbia for years. Now it had one, and it was not going to let the opportunity pass by. In the month it took to formulate a response to Serbia, the Austro-Hungarians assured themselves of German support should Austria go to war with Serbia and its ally, Russia. Despite vehement denials, virtually everyone in the world knew that the assassination plot had its roots in Serbia. It did – elements within the Serbian military had sponsored the assassins.
 
                 When the response from the Austrians came, it came hard – essentially, they demanded that the Serbians give Austrian police free run of the country to find the conspirators, stop any “insulting” articles in the Serbia press towards Austria, and much else. Serbia could not accept these demands and remain and independent country – they refused the Austrians, who were hoping they would. 
 
                 On June 28th, the Austrians declared war on Serbia. When this happened, treaty obligations between countries kicked in: Russia mobilized its huge army. Germany mobilized its armed forces. Then did France, which had a treaty with Russia. Lastly, there was Great Britain, which sided with France and Russia, and Turkey, which had arrangements with Germany and Austria against Russia.
 
                 Within a few weeks, Europe was at war. Many people say it was this alliance system, which called for one nation to aid the other in times of war or threat of war, which provoked WWI. However, history is full of instances when alliances have simply been ignored, and nations have switched sides. Why? Because it seems in the interest of a nation to do so at the time. Austria had done this – refusing to come to the aid of Russia against Britain and France in the 1850's, even though she was obligated by treaty. Italy was allied with Germany and Austria in 1914, but decided at the last minute that it was not in her best interest to go to war at that time. When she did, it was on the side of England, France, and Russia in 1915. Nations go to war or don't because they will either gain or lose – an alliance is most often just a convenient piece of paper. 
 
                 Europe was now at war – let's move away from the big picture and take a look at the men who actually did the fighting...and dying.
 
                 
 
                 
 
   
  
 

Chapter 2: The First Heroes of Modern War
 
                 When World War One erupted, people both civilian and military, believed that it would be much like other wars. Those who had really paid attention to the evolution of warfare in the late 1800's knew better, but these people were few and when they did make their opinions known, generally went unheeded. This is generally the case in every war: when war breaks out, armies and generals are generally prepared according to the dictates of the last war – the new war remains unknown.
 
                 As we go on, you will read of the weapons that dominated the battlefields of WWI. For the moment, suffice it to say that the soldiers, officers, and politicians of 1914 were not prepared for the horrors which were to come. 
 
                 In Britain, France, Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary, Serbia and Turkey, most of the populace cheered when news of war was announced. The armies would take to the field and the navy to the waves, and because each nation was superior to all others (or so the myth of nationalism dictated), the enemy would quickly be brought to their knees and the soldiers return home for an ecstatic victory parade. The photographs that follow show the enthusiasm that greeted the declaration of war in London, Paris, and Berlin (respectively) in 1914...
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
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                 Long lines formed outside of recruiting and enlistment stations throughout Europe. When the war first began, the propaganda posters, signs, songs, and the first primitive newsreels were not really needed to encourage men to volunteer their service to the nation. Later, after the slaughter of the WWI battlefields became clear, they would be.
 
                 As the war progressed, and people the world over realized that the machine gun, unbelievable masses of rapid firing artillery, tanks, planes and poison gas had changed warfare forever, some said the time when men could distinguish themselves on the battle like warriors of previous conflicts was over. Sometimes, the size of the armies in the field and the mechanized nature of 20th century warfare certainly made it seem so, but there will always be heroes.
 
                 In 2015, one hundred and one years after the First World War began, the names of some of the largest and bloodiest battles of the war on the Western Front are still known. The Marne, the Somme, Verdun, Belleau Wood, and Chateau Thierry...but the first battle was the Battle of Mons, and it was at Mons that some of the first heroes of Britain's war effort were recognized.
 
                 Mons is a Belgian town located on the French border about halfway between the north boundary of the country (the English Channel) and its southern border with Luxembourg. In the initial weeks of the war, the Germans had violated the neutrality of the small nation on their way into northern France. It was not until virtually the entire Belgian nation was in German hands that their offensive was slowed to any degree. The French, and the small (but growing) British Expeditionary Force (BEF), had expected the main German offensive far to the south on the Franco-German border and had been taken almost completely by surprise by the German move.
 
                 Logically positioned closest to the coast (and their homeland), much of the fighting from central Belgium to the Channel coast was done by the British. On the 23rd of August 1914, the BEF met the Germans. To the left of the British was the English Channel coast. To their right, the French Fifth Army. The river Sambre marked the border between the two Allied armies. Should one fall back, the other would be in danger of being outflanked and perhaps cut off by the Germans, and at least for a time the way to Paris would be open to the invaders.
 
    [image: ]              For the British, the key to controlling the area was preventing the Germans from crossing the Condé–Mons–Charleroi Canal, a long but relatively narrow waterway – but if properly defended, could slow or halt the German attack in the area and protect the right flank of the French Fifth Army to the south. 
 
                 One of the most important points along the canal was the Nimy Bridge. Holding the area near the bridge was Fourth Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers, a unit with a history that went back to 1685. Two of the men defending the bridge were Lieutenant Maurice Dease and Private Sidney Godley, who were destined to make history. 
 
                 The area around Mons and the Nimy Bridge consisted of a variety of terrain, none of which really helped the British in their defense. There were massive coal piles from nearby mines, factories, storage buildings, and forest. Additionally, the southern side of the Nimy Bridge jutted out into the canal. This would allow the Germans to fire upon the defenders of the bridge from three sides, should they be able to advance that far.
 
                 The British expected their enemy to do so. They were out-numbered nearly six to one in men in the area, and the woods and other obstacles obstructed the clear line of sight needed for accurate artillery fire. Originally rushing over the bridge during the day on 22 August, the men of the Royal Fusiliers pulled back to the south side of the canal – realizing that it was improbable to expect to hold the north side, especially after receiving reports of the large German force headed their way.
 
                 There was another challenge facing the British, and to a certain extent, the Germans. The British had not fought on European soil for one hundred years, since the time of Napoleon Bonaparte. In their many imperial conflicts, they had fought native tribes who while often outnumbering the British greatly, were often poorly led and primitively equipped. Though extraordinarily well trained, highly disciplined and equipped with modern weapons, the British Army of 1914 had come to grips with an enemy anywhere near the caliber of the German Army in a very long time. 
 
                 Men who had been junior officers during the German Wars of Unification, the most significant of which was that against France in 1870-71, led the German Army of 1914. That war did, in some ways, prove similar to the initial experiences of 1914, but in the experience of 1870 was unique. The weapons of the French Army were one generation behind that of the Germans in that war, and that was reflected on the battlefield. In 1914, the British and the Germans were both equipped with the most modern weapons on the planet. Eager to prove themselves on the field as their fathers had in 1870-71, the men of the German Army nonetheless had to be a bit nervous about exactly what they would encounter when they met the British on the battlefield. The Germans did not expect the British to have moved as fast as they did, however, and when they encountered the BEF at Mons, they got quite a surprise.
 
                 Maurice Dease was one of the officers commanding men near the Nimy Bridge. During the night of the 22nd, Dease and his men dug shallow trenches and fortified the position as best they could given the limited time they had.
 
                 Dease was an Irishman, from a relatively well-off family from a small town in County Westmeath. At the time, Ireland was a part of the British Empire, and though there had been serious divisions within Irish society (even within the Catholic and Protestant communities in both the northern and southern portions of the country), there were many Irish families who sent their sons' off the British Army as a way of securing their future. Maurice Dease was one of these young men, and as the son of a relatively prosperous man was able to attend the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, Britain's West Point. On August 22, 1914, Dease was twenty-four years old. 
 
                 Captain L.F Ashburner, who delegated command of the company’s machine gun section to Lieutenant Dease, led company C of the 4th Battalion defending the bridge. These were two water-cooled Vicker's .303 caliber guns, capable of firing 400-500 rounds per minute. The 1914 version of the weapon required a six-eight man crew: one to fire, one to feed the belts of ammunition into the weapon, others to both carry the weapon and its ammunition and man rifles in defense, switching roles as needed. The weapons were extremely reliable, took serious damage, and packed a wallop. Dease and his men stood their guns to almost directly on the bridge, and attempted to get some rest during the night.
 
                 One of the enlisted men in Dease's machine gun section was Private Sidney Godley from East Grinstead, England, who had been an ironworker before joining the army in 1909. Along with the rest of the men, Godley worked throughout the day in the hot August sun, but by the middle of the night was miserable, as the weather had turned wet and cold. 
 
                 At four in the morning, reports came in that the Germans had been sighted in the woods three miles to the north of the town and the canal. The men of the Royal Fusiliers roused themselves and prepared for battle. As they waited, a number of Belgian boys and girls walked among the men, handing out rolls and coffee (much of which had been given out by the British soldiers to the Belgians when they arrived). Just before 8am, Private Godley sat drinking coffee and speaking with a Belgian boy and girl. 
 
                 It was then that WWI really began for the forces of the BEF. As German guns began to shell the area, Godley told his new Belgian friends to get back into town and under cover. Then he, Lieutenant Dease and the other men of the machine gun section waited for the Germans to appear. 
 
                 When they did appear, there were thousands. Infantrymen, cavalry, artillery. All along the line of the BEF in the Mons area, including Nimy Bridge was soon engulfed in the first major battle of the war between the forces of the United Kingdom and Germany.
 
                 The German troops attempted a number of crossings of the canal. They brought pontoon boats and even primitive bridging equipment. For most of the day, hundreds of German troops were cut down by heavy and accurate British rifle and machine gun fire from the other side. When they could, British cannon also fired upon German positions. 
 
                 However, it was not only the Germans who were taking casualties. The British, having the benefit of cover and being on the defense (which, throughout history has been something they have absolutely excelled at) suffered less dead and wounded than their enemy, but they could less afford them, being outnumbered as they were. 
 
                 The two machine gun emplacements on the far side of the Nimy Bridge commanded by Lieutenant Dease took a heavy toll of the German attackers, but as the attack went on, most of Dease's men were killed by German fire sometimes coming in from three sides. 
 
                 Nimy Bridge is a railway bridge and not very wide. The two machine gun positions themselves almost filled the width of the bridge on the south end. Each time a machine gunner was killed, his body had to be moved out of the way before another man could resume firing the gun. This happened over and over again. Bodies stacked up outside the sandbag barriers protecting the machine guns – becoming part of the small fortification as well.
 
    [image: ]              As the morning went on the Germans would attack and Dease’s guns and the rifle fire of the Royal Fusilier’s on either side of the bridge would cut many down. They would then retreat, re-form and come again. A soldier of the 4th Middlesex Regiment, which was also fighting in the area, later re-counted what he saw that morning: “It was an unbelievable sight. You didn’t need to aim. You just fired into the blue and they went down like flies, like a pheasant shoot without needing any beaters. After a bit, they retired in disorder. In a way, it was sickening to see all those men lying there.”
 
                 It was not until later in the war, if then, that both sides accustomed themselves to the new technology of war. In 1914, the machine gun was a new weapon, but the tactics used to fight it were old – an entire generation would learn to change tactics, at the cost of their lives.
 
                 Maurice Dease, who had been directing the fire of both machine guns, helping cover the movement of new men into the firing position, carrying ammunition and rallying his men, was also wounded a number of times during the action. Each time, he refused evacuation to the rear, choosing to remain with his men. In one instance, Dease was shot in the neck while dragging the body of a wounded man out of the line of fire of the Germans, and then returning to the MG position. On another foray to move a wounded man, Dease was shot in the side. The battle had been going on for hours by the point – it was already noon. 
 
                 Shortly after sustaining the second wound, Dease was in the process of aiding another man when he was shot again in the side, this time falling to the ground unconscious. The guns were now silent, and the Germans massed for another attack.
 
                 At that point, an officer on the bank called out for a volunteer who knew how to man the machine guns. Sidney Godley rushed onto the bridge and behind one of the guns.
 
                 At this point, the British, though having inflicted heavy casualties on the Germans, were severely weakened themselves. Additionally, a piece of bad news had reached the men in Mons during the morning. The French Fifth Army, under heavy pressure from the Germans to the east of Mons, fell back without first informing the British. The entire British Army was in danger of being outflanked by the Germans.
 
                 As Godley moved some of the bodies and debris in the machine gun emplacements out of the way, he was struck in the back by German shell fragments. No matter – he sat down while under fire, and for two hours, manned the gun himself, brought ammunition by men nearby. Repeated German attacks across the bridge failed yet again, in part because of Godley's actions. 
 
                 If this was not enough, Godley had volunteered to remain behind and cover the rest of his outfit as they began to withdraw from the position. This he did, and he allowed the bulk of the Royal Fusilier's to escape to fight another day. As he remained on the bridge and as his ammunition ran low, Godley took both guns apart and threw the pieces into the river, denying their use to the enemy. As he flung the last pieces into the canal, he was shot in the head, though amazingly he survived. He staggered off the bridge, where two heroic Belgian civilians carried him to a nearby hospital. When the Germans arrived in Mons, they took Godley prisoner, and he spent the rest of WWI in a prisoner of war camp. He passed in 1957.
 
                 For their actions on the Nimy Bridge, Dease and Godley were awarded the first Victoria Crosses of the war, Great Britain's highest military honor. 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   


  
 

 
 
    [image: ] [image: ] 
 
    
 
   


  
 

[image: ]
 
   


  
 

Chapter 3: The Jungle Fox
 
                 In World War II, Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, himself a hero of the First World War, was nicknamed “The Desert Fox” by his enemies for his skill in maneuver, deception, and deployment during the war in North Africa.
 
                 A generation before, another German general fought the British (and others) in Africa, invading British Imperial territory and keeping a much larger Allied force at bay and chasing him for four unsuccessful years. Though he was not given a nickname by his enemies out of respect as Rommel later was, he surely would have deserved the name “The Jungle Fox”, for General Paul von Luttow-Vorbeck (“Lettow-Vorbeck” or “Forbeck” hereafter) kept his enemies confused from the moment they first engaged him until the end of the war.
 
                 Luttow-Vorbeck was born in 1870, one year prior to the unification of Germany. His family was of the Pomeranian nobility (Pomerania lying to the north of Berlin, on the North Sea coast), and an officer in the Prussian Army who took part in the wars of German Unification. It was expected that young Paul would become an officer as well, and he attended military school at famous institutions in and near Berlin. He was commissioned a lieutenant in 1890 at age twenty. 
 
                 Luttow-Vorbeck's first assignment was overseas. In the late 1800's, the powers of the world both cooperated and competed with each other for control of sections of a very weak but resource rich China. Germany, eager to claim an empire (as was mentioned at the start of this small volume) claimed and was granted control of concessions within Chinese coastal cities, along with other powers, such as England, Russia, France, the United States, Portugal, and Japan.
 
                 The ruling dynasty of China, the Ming, who had ruled since the late 1600's, was by this time corrupt and falling apart and being preyed upon by foreign powers. Internally, the government was also falling apart. Between external and internal conditions, by 1900 the Chinese people were fed up. An underground society whose Chinese name translated to “The Society of Righteous Harmonious Fists” and known in the West as “The Boxers” rose up against foreign influence in their country and to a small degree, against the ruling dynasty. 
 
                 The Boxers, whose leaders convinced many of their followers that they would be bulletproof if they followed certain rituals and/or wore certain clothes. All along the Chinese coast, hundreds of thousands of “Boxers” rose up against the foreigners. Violence was worse in cities like Shanghai, Tientsin, and Tsingtao, where the foreign powers had legations, businesses, and military bases. 
 
                 Acting in concert, the Europeans, Japanese, Americans and Russians put down the rebellion. Vorbeck was one of the German officers assigned to defeat the Boxers. When he returned to duty as a staff officer in Germany, he was relieved – he did not believe that fighting a war against insurgents and guerrillas, such as had been done in China, and was a job that upheld German discipline - many atrocities on both sides took place.
 
                 (From this period until the end of WWII, the Germans, and especially the German Army were known in many lands as “Huns” - the tribe that had ridden through Europe in the early 400's AD on a killing spree. This nickname came from a speech from Kaiser Wilhelm, as he was about to send his troops to China to put down the rebellion. 
 
    
 
                 In part, his speech read:
 
                 “...A great task awaits you: you are to revenge the grievous injustice that has been done. The Chinese have overturned the law of nations; they have mocked the sacredness of the envoy, the duties of hospitality in a way unheard of in world history...Should you encounter the enemy, he will be defeated! No quarter will be given! Prisoners will not be taken! Whoever falls into your hands is forfeited. Just as a thousand years ago the Huns under their Chieftain Attila made a name for themselves, one that even today makes them seem mighty in history and legend, may the name German be affirmed by you in such a way in China that no Chinese will ever again dare to look cross-eyed at a German.” 
 
                 After Lettow-Vorbeck had served three years on the staff of the German General Staff (considered the pathway to the highest levels of command), he was assigned to help put down a rebellion in one of the most remote parts of the German Empire (1904). This was the area of southwest Africa now called Namibia, and then called “German Southwest Africa”. Namibia is located on the Atlantic coast of South Africa, just to the northwest of South Africa (which was then a British Dominion state). It would be difficult to find a more desolate, dry and miserable land – even its existence as a German possession infuriated the Kaiser and his inner circle, reminding them of just how “behind” German was in the race for colonies. Germany did collect some natural resources from its possession, but its real value was in its location near the British territories in southern Africa.  The Kaiser and his generals hoped that one day Namibia would be a springboard for an invasion of South Africa.
 
                 To do that, however, the Germans would have to put down a major native rebellion that broke out among the Herero and Namaqua people of the territory. Fortunately for his historical reputation, Lettow-Vorbeck suffered injuries soon after arrival and was removed from the field to a British/Dutch Boer field hospital in South Africa (the nations being on “friendly” terms at the time). After Vorbeck left the territory, the Germans put down the rebellion with utter ruthlessness, driving those natives they did not kill into the Namib Desert (one of the driest places on Earth), where nearly one hundred thousand people perished.  (In 1985, the United Nations judged this genocide – the intentional killing of a race. In 2004, the German government issued a formal apology for the actions of its predecessors of 1904-07.)
 
                 In the years between 1907 and the outbreak of WWI, Lettow-Vorbeck rose in rank from captain to lieutenant colonel. Having served in Africa, he was stationed there at the outbreak of war in 1914, the commander of German and native forces in German East Africa (which today is part of the nation of Tanzania). 
 
                 People who knew the general admired him for his devotion to duty. This was not an unusual trait for a German officer, but according to all who knew him, he managed to be both a distinguished and disciplined officer while remaining a pleasant and polite gentleman in civilian and mixed company. Other officers noticed an exceptionally sharp tactical and strategic mind.
 
                 Lettow-Vorbeck knew that for Germany, the territories of Africa were a prestige property. Not much was gained by holding them. Yes, some companies prospered, but the cost of occupying them was more than any profit in taxes or commerce seen by the government.
 
                 On the other hand, the territories possessed by Great Britain in Africa, and especially in the south of the continent were key to her war-effort. The raw materials of Britain's possessions in the Far East and India came around the Cape of Good Hope of South Africa. She had major ports and refueling centers for both merchant ships and warships. Without these territories and ports, Britain's war effort would suffer and the people of the United Kingdom could soon find themselves facing starvation (especially in light of the Germans' use of the submarine, or “U-Boot”). 
 
                 Lettow-Vorbeck knew that the most he could ask for was a few thousand men and permission to raise a native contingent under German command in attempt to divert British and Commonwealth troops to Africa and away from the crucial battlefields of Western Europe. 
 
                 He would be out-numbered – and possibly lacking in supplies and support. The German Navy, built up as is had been before WWI, was still not a match for the Royal Navy (especially when combined with that of France and after 1915, Italy). He would have to count on the land for his food, water, and raiding parties on British bases for other supplies.  
 
                 Making the coming campaign still more difficult were two important factors: the Germans were grossly outnumbered, and part of their force were members of the native forces raised by Vorbeck from various German African holdings. These men came from a variety of tribes, some speaking different languages from each other, and all not native German speakers. As a matter of fact, those that could speak or understand German fluently numbered but a handful. Others spoke a smattering of German tinged with native words and only understood the most simple German. The German officers in command, for their part, learned to speak a sort of “pidgin German” to make their orders clear and to make plans. 
 
                 This German commander in Africa in 1914 was a far different man than most of those that followed him in 1939. Though there was certainly an large element of racism in the European Imperialism of the 19th and 20th centuries, Lettow-Vorbeck, by all accounts, was a very tough disciplinarian (as were most German officers of the time), but treated him men fairly, black or white. His native contingent was paid twice what the African troops of the British Army were paid, better trained, and given more responsibility. The respect the African troops had for him continued to his old age in the 1960's, when he was given a hero’s welcome from the now independent African veterans of his campaign. 
 
                 Some historians of the period have said that most of the Germans' troops in the region were from tribes far from the territory in which they fought, and that should they desert, had to make it through hostile African tribes back to their homeland, which kept them with the German Army. They have also added that the “askaris” (the Swahili name by which the African soldiers of both sides were known) were part of an African warrior culture which would not allow them to desert – this may be true, but there were certainly some who did under the harsh circumstances of the campaign that began in 1914.
 
                 The first encounter between British and German forces in Africa took place near the city of Tanga near the coast of the east African territory of Tanzania, then known as German East Africa. Eight thousand British, Indian, and African troops invaded the territory in November, with the aim of driving the Germans from this territory just south of their key colony in Kenya. 
 
                 The battle of Tanga shows a strange transition from an older form of warfare to a more modern one – which one carries more honor, you be the judge.
 
                 The British had decided upon an amphibious landing on the Tanzanian coast, and when they arrived, a curious series of events occurred. As the war broke out in Europe, African officials, both German and English, realized that in many ways they might be on their own. An agreement reached by the colonial administrations in East Africa made as the war began supposedly ensured the “neutrality” of the Tanzanian capital Dar-Es-Salaam, and its port of Tanga. This was done ostensibly to prevent starvation and native rebellion should a siege take place. 
 
                 When the war actually began, the British decided that this agreement was non-sense (which it was) and determined to invade. When the Royal Navy arrived on the Tanzanian coast, however, it was decided that it was only “sporting” to tell the Germans in the city that the prior deal was no longer in effect as far as the English were concerned. Therefore, when the British fleet arrived off the coast, a delegation went into Tanga under a white flag and gave the Germans one hour to surrender. Almost as an aside, the British officer in charge asked his German counterparts if the harbor to the city was mined. The Germans told him that the harbor was full of mines – but it was not.
 
                 Returning to the British cruiser outside the harbor, the British delegation waited three hours, not one, for the Germans to take down their flag and give up the city. Of course, these three hours were used by the Germans to both prepare additional defenses and to send messages to nearby military outposts to send reinforcements. 
 
                 When the small British fleet arrived back at the harbor, they began a mine-sweeping operation (remember – no mines) that lasted into the next day. They did manage to land some troops outside the town, which dug in and waited to make sure the rest of the force would be able to land.
 
                 Two days (November 4 1914) after they had arrived, the now reinforced British Imperial Army began to move on the city. While the British looked for non-existent mines, the Germans under Vorbeck reinforced the city and dug in. 
 
                 When the British moved in, they quickly took the center of the town and raised the British flag, but this was a move allowed by the Germans, who awaited the British and Imperial troops in prepared positions outside the town, in fields and plantations. As the German resistance increased and casualties mounted, the first Allied units began to falter and break. An entire brigade of Indian troops, meeting disciplined German and European led troops for the first time, panicked and ran, taking heavy casualties in the process. Another Indian Brigade refused to move forward after witnessing their comrades running from the field in panic. The situation was not helped when an English unit fled the battlefield – attacked by the swarms of bees whose hives they had disturbed in the verdant fields.
 
                 The Germans and their native soldiers were heavily outnumbered, but better disciplined and led.  Lettow-Vorbeck directed his troops with agility and kept abreast of the situation on every area of the battlefield, waiting for the reinforcements he had summoned from nearby areas. When they arrived later on the afternoon of the fourth,  Lettow-Vorbeck ordered them around the British positions to attack from the rear while another portion of his force flanked them on the right. 
 
    [image: ]              When the men were in position, German bugle calls ordered the attack. When hundreds of screaming Africans and Germans appeared behind them and hundreds more from the right with fixed bayonets and short tribal spears, the British beat a hasty retreat, taking heavy casualties along the way. 
 
                 In an age before widespread and effective radio communications, the Germans relied on bugle calls and messengers to command their troops in the field. During the early evening, their forces were spread wide over the battlefield, and the retreating British, had they counter-attacked in organized fashion, might have defeated them, but they were in no condition to go on the attack. The commander of the British force, General Arthur Aitken, ordered the evacuation of British and Imperial forces. The British had lost nearly four hundred men with many wounded and nearly one hundred fifty missing. The Germans had lost perhaps seventy.
 
                 Left behind were many dead and wounded, which were looked after by German medics, and a note from the British commander apologizing for the shelling of the hospital before the battle. Further illustrating the transition between modern and “gentlemanly” warfare, British officers who had been taken prisoner were “paroled” back to the British. “Parole” is a term that is no longer used in warfare. When one was paroled from enemy captivity, an oath was taken, pledging the soon to be released captive to not take up arms again against the enemy for the duration of the war. Of course, throughout history, paroled soldiers had broken their oath (many had not) and re-joined the fighting. Sometimes they had no choice, being ordered to do so by superiors. Sometimes they fought again, but against a different enemy. On occasion, if a paroled soldier was again taken prisoner, having broken his oath, harsh treatment was meted out to him...in this case, there is no way of knowing but it is likely that the paroled British officers saw action again – most likely on the battlefield of Europe instead of Africa.
 
                  Lettow-Vorbeck had inflicted heavy casualties on the British, and what's more, had captured huge stocks of supplies that they had left on shore in preparation for a long campaign. He was now well-stocked with ammunition, medical supplies, food, clothing and had modern weapons for his African troops – most of whom had been issued 19th century rifles. Machine guns, which the Germans lacked, were also seized. Still outnumbered, Lettow-Vorbeck was ready to go on the offensive. 
 
                 In December 1914 and January 1915, he moved north into Kenya to disrupt English supplies traveling by rail, capturing more ammunition and weapons, and outmaneuvering the British at nearly every turn. As the Germans' raids grew more and more costly to the British, they diverted troops from other areas of their African possessions to deal with him. At some point, numbers will tell, but for a long time (years in fact), the smaller force commanded by Lettow-Vorbeck had an advantage: it could move faster and more easily that the larger British force (which actually came to include Portuguese troops from Mozambique which was also raided by Vorbeck's troops. Portugal had sided with the Allies in 1914 and thousands of Portuguese troops fought on the Western Front). Over and over again the Germans and their native allies escaped British and Portuguese traps, many times turning the tables on them and attacking when they were not expected.
 
                 All of this was due to the leadership of General von Lettow-Vorbeck. He was innovative and had studied the similar campaigns by the Dutch Boers against the British in South Africa, and the campaigns of Nathan Bedford Forrest in the American Civil War. 
 
                 Though he was successful in avoiding encirclement, and was a master of maneuver, Vorbeck was determined in engaging the British in East Africa in a decisive battle that would either force them to abandon southern Kenya, or divert sizable forces from the battlefields of Europe (which they could not afford).  This happened at the end of January 1915 at the Battle of Jassin just north of the Tanga battlefield, on the Tanzania border. 
 
                 Though the Germans out maneuvered the British to such an extent that they needed to either surrender or die with their backs to the sea, the British/Imperial troops had fought well and inflicted heavy casualties on the Germans. They killed a number of experienced German officers who could not easily be replaced – as the Royal Navy had imposed a tight blockade of all German African territory. Though the Battle of Jassin was a German victory, and the British did for a time retreat into northern Kenya, Lettow-Vorbeck knew he could not continue fighting the English in set piece battles – he could win victory after victory and still lose the war. After the war, he wrote about the Battle of Jassin:
 
   “It showed that such heavy losses as we had suffered could only be borne in exceptional cases. I could at most fight three more actions of this nature. The need to strike great blows only quite exceptionally and to restrict myself principally to guerrilla warfare was evidently imperative.” 
 
                 What Vorbeck meant was that he would have to create the illusion that he could and would strike the British anywhere and at any time, all the while, evading the troops they sent to pursue him. His enemy would be forced to guard virtually all potential targets while simultaneously chase the Germans. It was by this means that Vorbeck hoped to aid his comrades on the battlefields of Europe.
 
                 Two additional factors worked in his favor. First, a German cruiser had been scuttled (intentionally sunk) by its crew when it had been trapped in an East African river delta by the British. Her crew managed to save its main guns though, and these were converted into wheeled and movable artillery. The crew and the guns joined Lettow-Vorbeck's force in the late summer of 1915. These guns were the largest used by any force in the campaign.
 
                 Secondly, Lettow-Vorbeck (as opposed to some of the other German officers in Africa who had had command of African troops (and many of the British officers) treated his African soldiers with respect and did not order them to do anything that he did not order German troops to do. This gained him even greater respect and loyalty.
 
                 Throughout 1915-1916, Lettow-Vorbeck's troops conducted periodic hit and run raids from their base in central Tanzania. They were well stocked with ammunition, food, medicine and clothing and were able to induce a force of forty-five thousand Belgian (whose colonial territory of the Congo could easily be targeted by the Germans) and British troops to leave their strongholds near the coast and come fight. 
 
                 Throughout central Tanzania in 1916, Vorbeck fought a guerrilla campaign against this much larger force, inflicting damage then retreating...again and again. In October 1917, a column of his men in the region near Mahiwa were attacked by Afrikaaner (white South Africans of Dutch descent) and Nigerian troops under General Jacob van Deventer, a South African who had fought against the British in the Boer War (1899-1902) and who now commanded Imperial troops from all over the Empire. 
 
                 The German column, which was separated from Vorbeck's main force was in danger of being overrun when the general and the rest of his troops, nearly surrounding the Nigerian contingent and inflicting serious casualties on them. The rest of the British Imperial force attempted then outflank and surround the smaller German units, but quick maneuiver on the part of Vorbeck and his officers and men allowed the Germans to confront and defeat this force as well.
 
                 The Battle of Mahiwa was the largest battle fought in Africa during the war. The toll on the British was heavy, losing nearly three thousand men killed or wounded, and they were forced to retreat into British controlled territory.
 
                 Mahiwa was a great military victory for Vorbeck and the Germans. When news of the battle reached Germany, Lettow-Vorbeck was promoted and his troops hailed as heroes. However, the cost of this victory was not light. The Germans had lost over five hundred men, or one-third of their force. They had also gone through most of their ammunition and other supplies in the three-day battle. Many of the men were now forced to use the old 19th century rifles that had been originally issued them. Medical supplies were low – including supplies of quinine, which kept malaria at bay in the mosquito infested African interior. Vorbeck could not win many battles like this and hope to fight on effectively. He was also forced to destroy the naval guns, and release some of his African soldiers from duty, as he no longer had enough ammunition and food for them.
 
                 The first decision he made following Mahiwa was to abandon East Africa. He would now separate himself from German territory altogether and raid south, hoping to find supplies as he went and leading the British, Portuguese, Belgians and their allies on a merry chase.
 
                 The Germans first raided Mozambique to the southeast. When they crossed the border into the Portuguese territory, luck was with them. The first military outpost they found had just been re-supplied.
 
                 A Portuguese commanded force of African troops knew Vorbeck was in the area and had advanced to the river border of their territory, setting up an encampment. The Portuguese were better armed than the Germans now were and waited for signs that the Germans were in the area. The first sign they had was when Vorbecks troops fell upon them from the rear. 
 
                 Within moments the Portguese officer in command, as well as many others, was cut down by German fire. Leaderless, the inexperienced Mozambican troops attempted to hold off the Germans, but panic soon set in and those who could, fled into the savanna. 
 
                 The Germans had captured much ammunition, modern rifles, food, a supply of quinine and uniforms. They had lost perhaps a dozen men the the Portuguese' two hundred dead. Some five hundred Mozambican troops were taken prisoner and were made porters for German supplies. 
 
                 Over the next eleven months, Vorbeck raided throughout the area, sometimes returning to German East Africa, then again turning south in Mozambique. At the end of the war, his troops were raiding garrisons in northern Rhodesia (a British colony now known as Zimbabwe) and wreaking havoc throughout the region. At every turn, he carefully laid British traps – never losing a battle. 
 
                 At its height, his force numbered fourteen thousand men. A couple hundred of them were German, the rest African. This force, winning all of the battles it had fought, gradually was reduced in size to two thousand troops and a couple of thousand porters. At times, the force assigned to hunt him down or trap him numbered over two hundred thousand throughout the region. Though Germany lost the war, Lettow-Vorbeck had successfully carried out his mission against all odds. 
 
                 Vorbeck's force (which included African officers, a rarity in the colonial armies of the time) was raiding in Rhodesia when they were approached by a British officer flying the white flag, who told the German force of the armistice which had ended WWI. A man of his word, Vorbeck and his troops agreed to march peacefully to a nearby port where they surrendered their weapons. 
 
                 When Lettow-Vorbeck returned to German in the spring of 1919, he found a country in despair over its defeat, and in hard economic and political straits. Crowds who thronged the streets to see Germany’s undefeated general and the only one to invade British territory in the war met his arrival in Berlin. 
 
    [image: ]              For the remainder of his long life, Vorbeck wrote books, went on speaking circuits, and was a member of the German parliament before the rise of Hitler. When Hitler came to power, he was still a famous personality in Germany and the Nazi leader asked Vorbeck if he would become the German ambassador to the Uninted Kingdom (where he was respected as a skilled and gentlemanly enemy). Vorbeck was a monarchist and a gentleman, and had no use for the Nazis. Rumor has it that he was one of only a handful of people to have told Adolf Hitler exactly what he thought of him and survived. For the rest of the Nazi period, the popular general was pensioned off, offered an honorary position, and kept under Gestapo surveillance. 
 
                 After the war, he went into business, and made a comfortable living. He visited his old African comrades in 1953, and was instrumental in making sure they got the soldiers' pensions they were entitled to. Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck died in 1964 at the age of 93, and was given a state funeral, which was attended by surviving members of his detachment, African and German alike.
 
                 
 
                 
 
    
 
   


  
 

Chapter 4: Devil Dogs
 
                 “Die Teufelshunde” - “The Devil Dogs.” The nickname given to the United States Marines by their German adversaries in World War One for their ferocity in battle. 
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                 Many cities and towns in the United States had their WWI heroes. Some of these men would remain respected figures in their hometowns 'til their dying day, but would not be known to the outside world. Few Americans would be – though rapidly changing, America was still a nation that was mostly small towns and farms where news of the outside would penetrate slowly. 
 
                 Still, radio was becoming more popular as a means of information and entertainment and there were also the first newsreels. These newsreels brought home the horrors of WWI to Americans far from the battlefield (though they were heavily censored). They also introduced the people of the United States to its new great heroes. 
 
                 The two biggest American heroes of WWI were Sergeant Alvin York of Tennessee and Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, America's greatest flying ace. Movies were made about them; newspapers all over the country told their stories, and schoolboys from coast to coast played at being the brave Sergeant York and the daring Captain Rickenbacker. Eddie Rickenbacker went on to become a hero in the Second World War as well, increasing his fame and notoriety to a new generation, surviving nearly a month in a life-raft with his crew after ditching in the Pacific Ocean in 1943. Both York and Rickenbacker earned the Medal of Honor, and Rickenbacker the Distinguished Service Cross an amazing seven times. Their stories are well known.
 
                 Less known, at least outside of the Marine Corps and among military historians, are the exploits of the Marines in World War One. The bravery of the Marines in the Pacific in WWII is so well known, and the image of them storming out of landing craft onto numerous Pacific islands so famous that people often forget that the Marines fought a campaign in the fields and woods of Europe in World War One. 
 
                 What follows are the stories of some of the Marine heroes of the First World War. Before we do that, however, let us talk about the role that the United States played in the First World War. 
 
                 Many Americans hold beliefs about the nations' role in WWI. Some of them are popular misconceptions based on fact, some are just plain wrong. Let's take a moment to discuss some of the more common myths about American participation in the war.
 
                 The foremost belief is that “America won the war.” There is some merit to that statement, but the element of truth within it comes from an unexpected place. Many Americans, at least those with an interest in history, believe that when America went to war in April 1917, American troops went over to Europe, drove the Germans back and by November 1918, the “Hun” was ready to give up.
 
                 Not the case. First, let us look at the simple and horrible numbers. The chart on the next page comes from United States government sources, as published on Pbs.org. 
 
                 
 
   
  
 

 [image: ]              As you can easily see smaller nations such as Romania lost more men killed in action during WWI than did the United States, and had  smaller populations. This does not lessen the efforts of the men of the United States armed forces, who suffered all of these losses in about ten months – an incredible ten thousand a month dead. These figures however, illustrate that many other nations, primarily the British Empire and France, contributed more of their nations' lifeblood to the war effort than did America. In England, the dead of WWI were called “The Lost Generation”. All over England and France in 1918, young men between 17-30 were missing.
 
                 On the first day of the Battle of the Somme in July 1916, the British lost twenty thousand men killed. The Battle of Verdun, began earlier that year, took a toll of nearly one million French and German casualties, of which three hundred thousand died. Telling a British, French, or Russian veteran of WWI that the Americans won the war would be the grossest insult.
 
                 So what was the American contribution to the war effort, and why the belief that “America won the war”? Three main reasons:
 
                  One, American supplies coming across the Atlantic, which began in 1914 and continued through the end of the war, despite the United States' neutrality until 1917. 
 
                 Two, American treasure in the form of loans allowed the Allies to purchase American (and other) goods for their war effort. By 1915, the treasury of Great Britain (the richest nation in the world at the time) was nearly empty, so great was the cost of the war. 
 
                 Three, though American soldiers and Marines certainly did their part on the battlefield when they arrived in Europe, and helped to blunt the last German offensives of the war and push them backward to a degree, it was the potential of American might that contributed to the German decision to seek peace. Whereas Germany, England and France had all reached the peak of their strength by early 1917 (meaning there were no less men of eligible and effective age left to draft than were being killed), America had the potential of sending millions of more fresh and eager men to the battlefield. There was no way that Germany could withstand what was coming. 
 
                 Those are three of the bases for the belief on the part of some Americans that the US “won the war.” 
 
                 President Wilson asked Congress to declare war in April 1917 after numerous German provocations. Though the forces of the United States were in combat for just a short time, after they took heavy casualties, and though at first showed themselves to be brave but reckless and green, eventually evolved into the heroic “Doughboys” (as the men of the US Army were called), and “Devil Dogs” of the Marines. 
 
                 If there is a man whose image and career epitomize the Marine Corps since WWII it is that of Lieutenant General Lewis “Chesty” Puller (1898-1971), who enlisted towards the end of WWI, and first saw action in America's interventions in Latin America in the 1920's. However, it was his distinguished career in WWII and Korea, and his bulldog face that made “Chesty” Puller a household name in the '40's and '50s. 
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                 But before “Chesty” there was Sergeant Major Daniel (Dan) Joseph Daly (1873-1937).
 
    [image: ]              Yes, those are TWO Medals of Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross on Daly's chest. In the history of the United States, just a few men have been awarded the Medal of Honor two times, and most of those were issued the medal for the same action, but given the medal by two of the services. Of these few, even fewer have been awarded the citation for two separate actions. Dan Daly was one of these men, and what's more, he won them before World War One, when he led Marines into battle. It was then that he received his Distinguished Service Cross. What you cannot see in the picture above are the Navy Cross and the Silver Star he won in WWI as well.
 
                 This is a book on the First World War, and we will speak in this chapter about Daly and the Marines' role in it, but to “set the table”, a brief description of Daly’s two Medal of Honor citations follows.
 
                 In the early part of the 20th century, the European powers were not the only nations to pursue an imperialist path. Though American imperialism differed in many ways from that of the Europeans, the United States (especially in Latin America) exerted a degree of control that called into question the real independence of many Latin American nations. Supporting American and native business interests for the sake of the American economy and corporations, the government of the United States had very little tolerance for the many rebellions that arose out of resentment for the entrenched business interests (both native and American) that ran many nations as a personal cash register. 
 
                 American politicians could also tell themselves that they were helping the governments of Latin America, for without US support, the European powers that seemed hell-bent on the direct takeover of many nations, would target Latin America as well. It was therefore in both the interest of the United States and Latin America that US troops and ships were sometimes used to put down rebellions that threatened the status quo.
 
                 Dan Daly found himself sent on two of these missions. The first was to China in 1900, where he was sent as part of the American Expeditionary Force that was sent to the Asian country to protect foreign (non-Chinese) interests and citizens in Beijing from the rebels of the Boxer Rebellion. 
 
                 Most foreigners lived in the walled Foreign Quarter. Those caught outside the walls when the Boxers rose up were chopped to bits or beaten to death. Soldiers and marines of eight different nations manned the walls of the Quarter, and on the night of August 14 1900 part of the German force was driven back from their line of defense, exposing the Americans to a flank attack. That evening, Daly volunteered to man a sandbag position about one hundred yards in front of the main position while the line was reinforced. 
 
                 During the night, Daly was repeatedly attacked by waves of Chinese – a few possessing firearms, most carrying swords, spears, or axes. It was an unfair fight – not because the Chinese were outgunned, but because Daly only possessed a five round bolt-action rifle and a bayonet. That's it. All night the Chinese attacked Daly's position. Daly was not a large man, but he fought like three of them. In the morning, the bodies around him were piled up four deep in places. Dan Daly had kept his wits and at the same time went berserk. The Marines credited him with two hundred killed in his Medal of Honor citation – this has been shown to be an exaggeration. It was more like seventy-five to a hundred. One twenty-five year old five foot six inch, one thirty pound Marine against hundreds of Chinese. 
 
                 Fifteen years later, at the age of forty-two, Daly was stationed in Haiti during the Cacos Uprising. Commanding the force of which Daly was a part was General Smedley Butler, the only other Marine in history to win two Medals of Honor for two actions. 
 
                 Daly was the commanding sergeant of a patrol of about forty Marines in the Haiti heartland when they were ambushed at a river crossing by rebel forces numbering close to four hundred. The Marines laid down heavy fire and got across the river without losing a man, but lost all of their horses and a mule carrying their lone machine gun. As they moved past the far bank, Daly organized his Marines into a defensive circle. When dark fell, Daly headed back to the river to retrieve the platoon's machine gun. As he approached the river, he turned the table on the rebels who had ambushed his men earlier, silently killing them with his knife as he proceeded to the river. 
 
                 When Daly got to the water, he dove in many times looking for the body of the dead mule and the machine gun. At times, he was under heavy fire from the opposite bank, but the sergeant persisted and found the dead mule, detached the machine gun and its ammunition and brought them to shore in multiple trips. When he had gotten this equipment ashore, he shouldered the two hundred pound heavy machine gun and its mount and went through the jungle past more rebels and to his men. Daly and a couple of his men returned and retrieved the ammunition from the riverbank and the next day they attacked and captured a fort held by the Cacos rebels killing seventy-five of them, and dispersing those following. 
 
                 When the United States entered into the First World War two years later, men like the forty-four year old Daly were much needed. Though the forces of the United States, and in particular the Marines, had seen action all over the world, the vast bulk of the new force being raised were raw recruits, some of them away from home for the first time in their lives. Even men like Daly had to become accustomed to life on the battlefields of WWI. The experienced German Army and the modern weapons it possessed were not Haitian or Chinese rebels. This is not to take anything away from Daly's exploits – but facing an organized and modern army of hundreds of thousands was much different, and it took the Americans some time to become acclimated to combat in WWI.
 
                 At first, the AEF (for American Expeditionary Force) was under the command of General John J. “Blackjack Pershing. However, for the first year, Pershing's army was placed under the command of the British and French. It was not until the force had grown to a million men (most of them non-combatants) that the troops of the AEF came solely under American command. 
 
                 Daly had been in France seven months when the Marines engaged in one on the most famous battles in American and Corps history: The Battle of Belleau Wood (seventy miles northeast of Paris), where the Marines earned their nickname, “The Devil Dogs.”
 
    [image: ]              Beginning of June 5th, Daly continued his legacy of bravery in combat. First, he put out a fire that threatened an ammunition dump and the lives of the men nearby. On June 7th, he brought his men out of a stupor after a heavy German bombardment, rallying them and leading a charge, yelling and asking them “Come on, you sons of bitches, do you want to live forever?!” On June 10th, he single-handedly repulsed the attack of a German squad, armed with only a .45 and a handful of grenades. If this wasn't enough, he then charged out of his position alone, and killed the remaining Germans nearby. Later the same day he went out under fire to drag and carry back a handful of wounded Marines. The Germans picked the wrong guy.
 
                 On June 21, Daly was wounded but was recovered enough to fight in the in both the St. Mihiel and the Meuse – Argonne Offensives (which saw large numbers of American division under complete American command for the first time in a large-scale action). In the beginning of October, Daly was severely wounded, which took him out of the line. By the time he had begun to recover, the war was over. 
 
                 For his actions in Belleau Wood, Daly was put forward for a THIRD Medal of Honor. To receive the Medal, a rigorous vetting process is undergone, and at each stage, is reviewed by higher and higher-grade officers. At the highest levels of the process, Daly was rejected for the 3rd Medal – someone high up thought three was too much. Instead, he was awarded both the Distinguished Service Cross, and then the Navy Cross. The French government recognized his bravery with a citation as well. 
 
                 Daly retired from the Corps in 1929. He lived a quiet life as a bank guard on Wall Street and was reluctant to talk about his exploits, calling all medals “a lot of foolishness”. He died in 1937 at age 63, one of America's greatest heroes.
 
                 One of the new dangers that faced soldiers in the First World War was chemical warfare. World War I was the first war fought on an industrial scale, and the industries that at home had made consumer goods rapidly turned their factories and ingenuity towards war. In the years before the war, poison gases had been developed for the elimination of vermin, but the armed forces of various nations, particularly Germany, Britain, and France, were quick to study the potential of poison gas in warfare.
 
    [image: ]              Though the Germans are generally credited with being the first to use gas on the battlefield, it was actually the French who first employed a gaseous substance, though in small amounts. The Germans, who were preparing their own delivery devices for gas, responded quickly and on a larger scale at Ypres, Belgium in 1915. The first large scale gas attacks occurred with the release of chemical compounds from large canisters in a favorable wind. One of the many dangers from gas was that it was subject to the wind, and could easily be blown back among friendly troops. This problem was overcome (to a degree) by the development of medium and large artillery shells to deliver gas, which could be launched thousands of yards from friendly lines. Science did advance so much during the war, that the later specialized assault squads first used by the Germans (and subsequently by the British, Canadians, and French) used gas grenades to help clear tranches.
 
                 There were three main types of gas used during the war: mustard, phosgene, and chlorine. Mustard gas, which is yellow-brown in color and has a mustard like odor (hence the name), is a blistering agent. Mustard gas was generally not fatal, but was debilitating, causing stricken soldiers to be rendered helpless, when they could either be killed during an assault, or caused to be removed from the battlefield (which in some way was even better than death, from the enemies' viewpoint, as it took three or four men away from battle). 
 
                 Mustard gas causes severe burns – it blisters exposed skin and mucous membranes. It could even penetrate many types of uniforms. Breathed in it might not be fatal, but caused internal bleeding and did increase the cancer rate among veterans when the war was over. Mustard might also cause temporary (sometimes permanent) blindness. Among the many men, suffering from temporary blindness from mustard gas was a corporal in the German Army named Adolf Hitler, who was blinded in the last days of the war.
 
                  This is a very clinical description. Mustard gas was excruciatingly painful. A British nurse described the victims of mustard: “They cannot be bandaged or touched. We cover them with a tent of propped-up sheets. Gas burns must be agonizing because usually the other cases do not complain, even with the worst wounds, but gas cases are invariably beyond endurance and they cannot help crying out.” 
 
                 One of the other dangers of mustard gas was that it lingered – especially in moist conditions, and the battlefields of the Western Front were wet, moist, unpleasant places. Actually, all the poison gases, being heavier than air, sank to the ground – and into the shell holes and trenches used by troops for cover. In many instances, which to drive men from cover, where they could be killed with shells or bullets, used gas less for its direct effect than as a method.
 
    [image: ]              The other two types of gas used on the World War One battlefield were phosgene and chlorine gases. Both essentially had the same effect. Both caused massive internal edema – the lungs of the victims swelled and filled with liquid. Men drowned on dry land. It was a horrible and miserable way to die – and could take hours. Of the two, chlorine was generally preferred. Phosgene sometimes took hours (perhaps even a day) to take effect. In that time, a soldier might still fight with varying degrees of effectiveness. Many times, a soldier was dying from the inside out and might not even know it until it was too late. Treatment of gas patients was rudimentary at best. Weapons technology is always ahead of the medical expertise needed to deal with it. Most men who were victims of gas simply had to wait and see. Mustard gas patients were bathed in certain solutions, but those victimized by phosgene or chlorine...well, you just had to wait and see. Many times, men who lived through gas attacks were crippled for the rest of their lives, unable to exert themselves to any great degree and unable to work.
 
                 The above paragraphs should make it very clear then why the action of Marine Gunnery Sergeant Fred William Stockham (born 1881 in Detroit) in the Battle of Belleau Wood was so remarkable. 
 
                 Sergeant Stockham's Marine Corps career was unusual – at least by today's standards. He joined the Marines in 1903, and served in the Philippines (an American colony since 1898 and the scene of a violent and brutal war between Philippine rebels and American troops from 1899-1903). He served in this dangerous duty twice, serving in China between Philippine tours. He returned to the United States in 1907 and was honorably discharged from duty.
 
                 We do not know much about Stockham's civilian life. It was likely unremarkable, and judging from Fred's record, he probably found it either unfulfilling, boring, or both, for after four years of civilian life he returned to the Marine Corps.
 
                 Stockham then rose to the rank of sergeant and served in a combination of shipboard duty and a long tour with the American force that occupied much of the country until 1933. During his time in Nicaragua, Stockham took part in anti-insurgent efforts and the major Battle of Leon in 1915. 
 
                 The early 20th century was not the early 21st century. Whether from lack of effective record keeping technology, a different mind-set and culture – or many other reasons, men like Stockham were able to leave the Marines (or Army and Navy – sometimes a man went from one branch to another, as the famous WWII hero John Basilone did, going from the Army to the Marine Corps) and “re-up” again shortly thereafter. In this case, Fred was discharged in late May 1916 in San Francisco. A week later, he was in New York City again – and re-enlisted. 
 
                 In the early winter of 1918, Sergeant Stockham was in France headed to battle. He helped train newly arriving Americans at the southern French port of Toulon and then manned the trenches with the Marines alongside the French in the Aisne River sector of the Western Front, seeing combat in France for the first time. 
 
                 Like most of the other Marines in France in 1918, Sergeant Stockham took part in the operation to clear the Belleau Wood of Germans. During the night and morning of June 13/14 1918, the Germans shelled the position of the Marines' 6th Regiment in which Stockham served. Explosives and gas shells rained down on the men for hours – the length of some of the WWI artillery barrages is astounding and countless tens of millions of shells were fired during the war. 
 
                 During the barrage, many of Stockham's men were wounded or killed. On the morning of the 13th, Stockham saw one of his pals lying wounded on the ground in the midst of a cloud of gas. Remember what you read about the effects of gas above. The German attack had been going on for hours and the air was full of gas. Sergeant Stockham knew what the results of the action he was about to take would be, but he did it anyway. His Medal of Honor citation reads in part:
 
                 “...Stockham, upon noticing that the gas mask of a wounded comrade was shot away, without hesitation, removed his own gas mask and insisted upon giving it to the wounded man, well knowing that the effects of the gas would be fatal to himself. He continued with undaunted courage and valor to direct and assist in the evacuation of the wounded, until he himself collapsed from the effects of gas, dying as a result thereof a few days later...”
 
                 In World War II, the destroyer USS Stockham served in the Pacific, and today the USNSGySgt. Fred W. Stockham serves as a supply and support vessel in the Pacific and Middle East.
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Conclusion
 
                 We hope that you have enjoyed reading this short introductory volume about some of the heroes of the First World War, and that it encourages you to read further on this interesting and important topic. 
 
                 One hundred years ago, the world was at war, and that war shaped history throughout the 20th century. WWII has been called World War One 2.0, as that conflict in many ways simply resumed the fighting that had ceased in 1918. WWII was also bred of the treaty that put an end to the fighting on the Western Front. 
 
                 When we think of World War II and its legacy, we must remember that the First War caused the Second, and the results and actions of both conflicts affect us today.
 
                 We must also not forget the millions of men who are now fading into history, both those who died on the battlefield and those who went on to lead lives after the war. In 2014 on the centenary of the wars' beginning, tens of thousands of Englishmen and women, along with many of the tourists that flock to London each year, filled the dry moat of the Tower of London with millions of poppies.  They are the symbol of the Fallen of the First World War, who were memorialized by the poem “In Flanders Fields” by Canadian Lt. Colonel John McCrae in 1915 (McCrae in turn would die of pneumonia as a result of his exposure on the battlefield in 1918)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
   


  
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
 
   Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
 
 
   Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields. 
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   Below you’ll find some of my other popular books that are listed on Amazon and Kindle as well. Simply click on the links below to check them out. Alternatively, you can look for my author name “Ryan Jenkins” on Amazon to see other work done by me.
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   World War 2 Pacific Theatre: A Brief History of the Pacific Theatre
 
   World War 2 Nazi Germany: The Secrets of Nazi Germany in World War II
 
   The Third Reich: The Rise & Fall of Hitler’s Germany in World War 2
 
   World War 2 Soldier Stories: The Untold Stories of the Soldiers on the Battlefields of WWII
 
   World War 2 Soldier Stories Part II: More Untold Tales of the Soldiers on the Battlefields of WWII
 
   Surviving the Holocaust: The Tales of Survivors and Victims
 
   World War 2 Heroes: Medal of Honor Recipients in WWII & Their Heroic Stories of Bravery
 
   World War 2 Heroes: WWII UK’s SAS hero Robert Blair “Paddy” Mayne
 
   World War 2 Heroes: Jean Moulin & the French Resistance Forces
 
   World War 2 Snipers: WWII Famous Snipers & Sniper Battles Revealed
 
   World War 2 Spies & Espionage: The Secret Missions of Spies & Espionage in WWII
 
   World War 2 Air Battles: The Famous Air Combat that Defined WWII
 
   World War 2 Tank Battles: The Famous Tank Battles that Defined WWII
 
   World War 2 Famous Battles: D-Day and the Invasion of Normandy
 
   If these links do not work for whatever reason, you can simply search for these titles on the Amazon website to find them.
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